Doing surgery
T o do surgery you must be a surgeon. Sounds obvious, but some of our provincial governing bodies don't agree and they have a dilemma.
They think a physician should be able to change their scope of practice. That laudable idea has problems.
Who decides how much training is enough to perform a few operations?
How do you find a surgeon training assessor if surgeons are opposed to the idea of a physician trained to do a few operations only?
A surgeon is broadly trained. It takes five or more years after the MD, then rigorous examinations. Only then do surgeons subspecialize. This method of training is over 60 years old and replaced the physician who was both physician and surgeon -the family doctor who did occasional surgery.
Is there a shortcut to surgery? Is it smart to train a physician to do a few operations? This is an attractive idea to some. It looks progressive, is certainly shorter and might be cheaper. It gives physicians opportunities in an era where many things are restricted and centrally controlled.
We disagree.
The best way to surgery is the difficult way. It takes five years after the MD degree to become a surgeon. This broad training remarkably benefits the patient because the surgeon has a wide knowledge of many surgical disciplines. The training is in performing the operation, in preoperative assessment, the consent and especially in the diagnosis and treatment of postoperative complications.
Some physicians would prefer a shortcut to surgical training.
No shortcut exists. If a physician wants to do surgery, become a surgeon. Join us! Find a good training program and work hard. These training positions are limited. To get accepted, the candidate needs to be patient and convince the powers that be that you would be a good surgeon.
Your marks will have to be high, so study hard. Then you can begin an exciting surgical life.
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Médecins Sans Frontières/Doctors Without Borders (MSF) is the world's leading emergency medical humanitarian aid organization.
We offer assistance to populations in distress, to victims of disaster and of armed conflict, without discrimination and irrespective of race, religion, creed or political affiliation. 
